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A L AND PL ANNING SERVICES COMPANY 
 

November 14, 2025 
 
Via email: rcornell@southhadleyma.gov 
 
April Doroski, Chairperson 
Town of South Hadley Conservation Commission   
116 Main Street 
South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075 
 

RE:  Response to MassDEP Comments (DEP File #288-0502) 
136 East Street 
South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075 
(Map 35, Parcel 6)  

 RLA Project File No. 250511 
 
Dear Chairperson Doroski and Commissioners:  
 
On behalf of the applicant and property owner, 136 East St, LLC c/o Mr. Gerald Coderre, R Levesque 
Associates, Inc. is providing this response letter to MassDEP review comments issued for the above-
referenced project. The review comment is presented below in italic text, followed by an RLA Response 
presented below in blue, boldface text. The comment number and format are consistent with the original 
document for ease of review.  
 

[1] The project has been described in the NOI - Form 3 application as being a "Buffer Zone Only" 
project. When no other Resource Areas are within the Project Site and work is limited to the Buffer 
Zone(s), the Commission will center its review on the provisions seen at 310 CMR 10.53(1). In part, 
that section states... "Conditions may include limitations on the scope and location of work in the 
Buffer Zone as necessary to avoid alteration of Resource Areas. The Issuing Authority may require 
erosion and sedimentation controls during construction, a clear limit of work, and the preservation 
of natural vegetation adjacent to the Resource Area and/or other measures commensurate with the 
scope and location of the work within the Buffer Zone to protect the interests of M.G.L. c. 131, § 40. 
 
RLA Response: Understood. The applicant is proposing work within the outer 100’ buffer zone only. 
There is no work proposed within the 50’ Conservation Zone as required under the Town of South Hadley 
local wetland bylaw. Erosion control measures and a defined limit of work are proposed and depicted 
on the site plan set for the Commission’s review and approval. Open space is preserved and provided 
to the greatest extent feasible. 
 
[2] Information regarding the field delineation of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW) does not 
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appear to accompany this submittal. These boundaries should be established through reference to 
310 CMR 10.55(2)(c)2., and the companion Massachusetts Handbook for Delineating Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands (DEP 2022, second edition). The Commission may ask for the submittal of 
properly prepared "Bordering Vegetated Wetland Determination Forms" (Appendix A's, or approved 
equivalent), as they are requisite for boundaries qualifying under 310 CMR 10.55(2)(c)2. 

RLA Response: BVW data forms were provided to the Commission as part of the Request for 
Determination of Applicability (RDA) filing in August of 2025. The delineation of resource areas was peer 
reviewed by GZA and the applicant was ultimately issued a Positive 2a Determination of Applicability 
(DOA) by the Commission in September of 2025. The BVW data forms are attached hereto for reference. 
 
[3] As mentioned in the project narrative, FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps indicate that the base flood 
elevation at the Project Locus is approximately 219' (NGVD29). It was unclear as to whether the vertical 
datum associated with the topographic survey was tied to the NGVD29 vertical survey datum. The 
applicant should provide the Commission with the applicable survey datum information used to establish 
the topographic elevations seen on the site plans. Please refer to 310 CMR 10.57(2) for specific boundary 
compliance requirements. 

RLA Response: The topographic elevations shown on the existing conditions plan were based on the 
NAVD88 Datum. The NGVD29 Base Flood Elevation (BFE) of 219’ was converted to the NAVD88 Datum 
with a BFE of 218.40’. The Existing Conditions Plan (Sheet EX-1) has been updated accordingly. 
 
[4] The Commission may well evaluate the stormwater management system components of the 
project in relation to the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards, and as prescribed in 
310 CMR 10.05 (6)(k). Please note that the plans submitted as part of the stormwater management 
report differ from the plan set bound under the cover sheet entitled "Deer Meadow Way". Of particular 
importance, the proposed grading found in the plans accompanying the stormwater management 
report suggest that the sump of the detention basin has a likelihood of intercepting the local 
groundwater table, as evidenced in the soil deep observation hole logs for pits numbered 8 - 10 
suggesting an estimated seasonal high groundwater table to be at depths 24" - 26" below the surface. 
Proposed grades are shown approximately two below grade in the location of these test pits. While 
the primary TR-20 modeling inputs appear to be appropriate (please note, the Walpole soil series 
has a dual Hydrologic Soil Group (HSG) of B/D. HSG B is used in areas that are effectively drained, 
while the HSG D would be used in an undrained condition. HSG B is being applied in this submittal), 
the Commission may want to further examine this, TSS treatment trains, recharge calculations, etc. 
to ensure complete compliance with all Stormwater Management Standards. Any potential 
discrepancies should be addressed. 

RLA Response: BETA has conducted a stormwater peer review for this project, and our office will address 
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all stormwater related comments in an updated site plan set and stormwater report for the Commission’s 
review. 
 
Should you have any questions or comments regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 
our office at your earliest convenience.   
 
Sincerely, 
R LEVESQUE ASSOCIATES, INC.  
 

 
Robert M. Levesque, RLA, ASLA 
President  
 
Enclosure(s) 
BVW Data Forms 
 
CC: MassDEP WERO (via email: Robert.VanDerKar@mass.gov) 
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