SOUTH HADLEY PLANNING BOARD VIRTUAL MEETING
MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 10, 2021
As Approved
Present: Brad Hutchison, Chair; Diane Mulvaney, Vice-Chair; Joanna Brown, Clerk; Nate
Therien, Member; Michael Davis, Member; Michael Adelman, Associate Member; Richard
Harris, Director of Planning and Conservation; Anne Capra, Conservation
Administrator/Planner; and Colleen Canning, Senior Clerk Planning and Conservation
Department
Chair Hutchison called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and reviewed the virtual meeting
protocols.
Agenda Item #1 --- Open Comment Period
No members of the public indicated their interest to speak during the public form.
Agenda Item #4 --- Consideration and Decision: Consider request for replacement of an
illuminated sign for Ron’s Precision Automotive at 504 Granby Road (Assessor’s Map #32
– Parcel #51)
The owners of Ron’s Precision Automotive were present at the meeting along with their
consultant, Tracy Janik of Sign Techniques.
Tracy Janik presented the request to the Board. There was an existing illuminated pole sign
located at the automotive shop and the owners wanted to update their branding and signage. The
owners of the shop identified that customers were having a difficult time locating their shop and
the updated signage would remedy the issue. The shop was open Monday through Friday and
operated between the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM. However, many customers would drop
their cars off early in the morning or late in the evening to accommodate their own work
schedules. Therefore, they were requesting that the sign be illuminated before and after hours of
operation. The owners also identified that day-light-savings impacted early morning brightness.
The Board considered appropriate hours of illumination. Typically, the Board would authorize
sign illumination up to one hour after the close of business. However, the Board also
acknowledged that many customers would be trying to locate the shop during off hours.
Therefore, members were agreeable to allowing sign illumination between the hours of 6:00 AM
to 7:00 PM.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to find that the proposed replacement of an existing
illuminated sign located at 504 Granby Road was not adverse to the surrounding neighborhood
and moved to approve the request subject to the following conditions: 1) the sign is to be
illuminated between the hours of 6:00 AM – 7:00 PM; and 2) the Board’s decision only reflects
approval of replacement of the illuminated pole sign and does not reflect approval of
illumination for the building’s wall sign. Clerk Brown seconded the motion. Five (5) out five (5)
members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
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Agenda Item #5 --- Consideration and Decision: Setting Performance Guarantee amounts,
determining acceptable form of Performance Guarantee, and approving minor
modifications to the Special Permit Decision for proposed Skinner Woods Flexible
Development. Property Location: north side of Amherst Road (Assessor’s Map #58 –
Parcel #21 and Assessor’s Map #60 – Parcel #31)
Richard Harris explained that the developer of the Skinner Woods flexible development
submitted a request for minor modifications to the approved special permit. The approved special
permit reflected the development’s name as ‘Skinner Woods’.. Additionally, the Board needed to
memorialize their approval of a waiver for sidewalk installation that was addressed during the
public hearing sessions.
A performance guarantee needed to be applied to the construction of the development in the
event that that developer was unable to complete construction which would require Town action
to remedy the issue. The Department of Public Works was still working on developing price
quotes which would indicate the amount of financial guarantee needed to be retained by the
Town. However, the Board could decide which type of guarantee would be appropriate. The
Board required cash or line of credit for the other flexible development in Town.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to approve minor changes to the Special Permit issued for
the Skinner Woods flexible development to reflect a change in the name of the development and
a change in the name of the entranceway and moved to issue a waiver from the requirement to
install sidewalks and moved to accept cash or a letter of credit as the form of performance
guarantee. Member Davis seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor
of the motion through roll call.
Agenda Item #6 --- Scheduled Public Hearing Continuance: Applications for Site Plan
Review and Stormwater Management Permit for proposed new Rocky’s Hardward Store
and Garden Center. Property Location: 501 Newton Street (Assessor’s Map #28 – Parcel
#200).
Chair Hutchison called the public hearing to order at 6:54 PM (See public hearing minutes)
The regular meeting reconvened at 8:36 PM.
Agenda Item #7 --- Consideration and Decision: Applications for Site Plan Review and
Stormwater Management Permit for proposed new Rocky’s Hardware Store and Garden
Center. Property Location: 501 Newton Street (Assessor’s Map #28 – Parcel #200)
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulavney moved to approve the site plan and stormwater management plan
for a new Rocky’s Hardware Store and Garden Center located at 501 Newton Street subject to
conditions including the following: 1) the installation of a one hundred foot long and eight foot
high foot fence at the location presented in the mock up during the public hearing subject to the
approval of the fire department; 2) parapets are to be located on all four side of the building and
are to extend five feet from the roof line; 3) site lighting is to be dark sky compliant; 4) the
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landscaping plan will be reviewed by department staff to ensure that the stated concerns for the
proposed White Pines are addressed; and 5) the stormwater management plan is to be recorded at
the registry of deeds. She also moved to authorize the Director of Planning and Conservation to
sign the decision following review of the Chair and Vice-Chair. Clerk Brown seconded the
motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
Chair Hutchison called the meeting into recess at 8:44 PM
The meeting reconvened at 8:51 PM.
Agenda Item #2 --- Minutes
Draft minutes of the April 12 regular meeting and revised minutes of the previously adopted
March 30 special meeting were sent to the Board for review.
Motion: Member Therien moved to approve the April 12 regular meeting minutes and the March
30 special meeting minutes as adopted and revised. Vice-Chair Mulvaney seconded the motion.
Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
Draft minutes of the April 26 public hearing to consider a site plan for commercial development
at 501 Newton Street was previously sent to the Board for review.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to approve the April 26 public hearing minutes. Member
Davis seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion
through roll call.
Agenda Item #3 --- Correspondence
The list of correspondences was included in the agenda background packet. Additional
correspondences were sent to the Board prior to the meeting. Most correspondence was
discussed earlier in the meeting and during the public hearing.
Agenda Item #8 --- Consideration and Decision: Recommendation to Town Meeting
regarding Zoning Map Amendment Requests and Proposed Repeal and Replace of the
Town’s Stormwater Management Bylaw (Chapter 200 of the Town’s Code)
Richard Harris had drafted a report to Town Meeting regarding the zoning map amendment
requests considered during public hearings held during the Board’s previous regular meeting.
The report had been distributed to the Board earlier that day. Two emails (attached) from
members of the public had been received since the close of the hearing regarding the request.
Unlike public hearings on development applications, additional materials could be considered
after the close of a public hearing on zoning map amendment requests.
Clerk Brown identified that language relating to hazardous materials associated with gas stations
was not included in the drafted report. The report would be revised to incorporate the comment.
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The Board decided to table approval of the report to the next regular meeting to allow members
to thoroughly review the draft.
Agenda Item #9 – Consideration and Discussion: Setting Planning Board Meeting Schedule
June through December 2021.
The Board reviewed their availability during the upcoming months. As was discussed at the
previous regular meeting, the Board typically held one meeting during the month of July and one
during the month of August. Setting these dates now would allow staff to coordinate public
hearing dates if and when applications were received.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to schedule the following regular meeting dates: May 24,
2021; June 14, 2021; June 21, 2021 (tentative- this meeting may not be necessary); July 19,
2021; and August 16, 2021. Member Therien seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5)
members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
Agenda Item #10 --- Planning and Conservation Department Report
Department staff detailed the following items:
• McKinley Ave – A public hearing was scheduled to open during the next regular meeting
to consider a special permit to construct a duplex at the location.
• Westfield Saving Bank – The bank expressed interest in installing a message board at
their local branch location. Conforming such a sign to the existing zoning bylaw would
be challenging.
• Senior Center – An inquiry was received regarding the feasibility of installing an off
premises directional sign for the Senior Center. The interested party was told the
dimensional requirements for such a sign.
• Mobile Food Truck - An inquiry was received regarding the feasibility of locating a food
truck in a residential area. Allowance of such an activity would require an amendment to
the Zoning Bylaw.
• Zoning Map Amendment Request – This was discussed under agenda item #8.
• Master Plan – The Board had a special meeting date scheduled on May 18 to discuss the
draft.
• MassWorks – A community meeting was held to discuss the project. Anne Capra was
fielding calls from the public regarding the project as they were received.
Agenda Item #11 --- Other New Business
There was no new business to discuss.
Agenda Item #12 – Adjourn
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulavney moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 PM. Member Therien
seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll
call.
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The meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
As Approved
Colleen Caning, Senior Clerk, Planning and Conservation Department
Document
May 10 Meeting Q&A
Illuminated Sign Request -504 Granby Road
Skinner Woods SP medication request and
Form H Plan
Draft Report to Town Meeting –Zoning Map
Amendment Request
Barbara Bunyan email
Devin Mackey email

Document Location
Attached
Planning Files
Planning Files
Planning Files
Attached
Attached
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May 10, 2021 Planning Board Regular Meeting and Public Hearing ‐ Question and Answer Transcript
# Question
Asker Name
SHCTV
1 Hi colleen this is chris from south
hadley tv can you send me a panelist
invite to ctucker@shadleyma.org

Asker Email
SHCTV15@gmail.com

Answer(s)
I just sent you an invite

2 This is Tracy from Sign Tech, I'm
logged in but can't seem to see

Tracy

tjanik11@gmail.com

Hi Tracy. You'll be visible when you are in 'panelist'
mode. I'll make you a panelist when your agenda item

3 I see okay, thank you!

Tracy

tjanik11@gmail.com

live answered

4 Will we (Ron's Precision Automotive) Ron's Precision Automotive
be made a panelist as well once
discussion begins

jenonkey@hotmail.com

That is correct. I'll move you over when your agenda
item comes up.

5 Great Thanks

Ron's Precision Automotive

jenonkey@hotmail.com

live answered

6 its no longer on tv

Lisa Adams

ladams@baypath.edu

Channel 15 apparently left us. We have no control
over that. People can still join the meeting online. I
just sent an email to Channel 15 Studio Director

Colleen Canning <ccanning@southhadleyma.gov>

Fwd: planning board proposal coming up
Michael Davis <mtdavis@mtholyoke.edu>
Tue, Apr 27, 2021 at 2:01 PM
To: Richard Harris <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>, Colleen Canning <ccanning@southhadleyma.gov>
Hi Richard and Colleen,
I forward this email from Barbara Bunyan to include in the correspondence regarding the 202-33 rezoning request.
See you this evening,
MIchael
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Barbara Bunyan <bbunyan@mtholyoke.edu>
Date: Mon, Apr 26, 2021 at 8:17 PM
Subject: Fwd: planning board proposal coming up
To: Michael Davis <mtdavis@mtholyoke.edu>
Hi Michael,
Barbara Bunyan here..
Please give careful consideration to the proposal coming forward for the development/zone change at Rte 33 and 202.
I'm totally against it.
That area is already congested with an elementary school diagonally across the street. It's traffic pattern will be a
nightmare regardless of the business. We have a Dunkin Donuts right down the road and further up across the line in
Granby and we also have a gas station with convenience store up the road on 202 at the Mobil gas station, down rte 33
at the corner of 116 is a Big Y express with convenience store, and Cumberland Farms a short distance from there with
another gas station and convenient store. We hardly need a commercial business replicating what the town already has.
My two cents.
thanks
Barbara

-Barbara Bunyan
Film Media Theater
100 Rooke Theatre
Mount Holyoke College
50 College Street
South Hadley MA 01075
(413) 538-2834
FAX: (413) 538-2838

-Barbara Bunyan
Film Media Theater
100 Rooke Theatre
Mount Holyoke College
50 College Street
South Hadley MA 01075

Colleen Canning <ccanning@southhadleyma.gov>

33 Granby Rd. LLC Request
Devin Mackey <devinmackey776@gmail.com>
To: SHPlanBoard@southhadleyma.gov

Tue, Apr 27, 2021 at 7:06 PM

Good evening,
I have been following the recent request by the above mentioned co. for a zoning change to the parcel of land at the
intersection of Granby Road and Willimansett Street. My wife and I spent a good portion of the evening of April 5, the
original public hearing date that was set, joining in only to learn it had been postponed to yesterday, April 26. Due to a
work conflict, I was unable to attend/participate. Was there a vote taken by the board in regards to this change? I
reviewed the minutes and was able to view the documents proposed by the co. but was unable to see if there were any
findings.
My family and I reside at 306 Granby Road, 2 lots down from the parcel in question. We are very much against any
change to the zoning of this area in order to accommodate a business that would change the dynamic of the
neighborhood, and not for the better.
If you would please, advise to any updates regarding this issue.
Much appreciation for your service to our community,
Devin Mackey
306 Granby Road

SOUTH HADLEY PLANNING BOARD VIRTUAL MEETING
MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 10, 2021
As Approved
Present: Brad Hutchison, Chair; Diane Mulvaney, Vice-Chair; Joanna Brown, Clerk; Nate
Therien, Member; Michael Davis, Member; Michael Adelman, Associate Member; Richard
Harris, Director of Planning and Conservation; Anne Capra, Conservation
Administrator/Planner; and Colleen Canning, Senior Clerk Planning and Conservation
Department
Chair Hutchison called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and reviewed the virtual meeting
protocols.
Agenda Item #1 --- Open Comment Period
No members of the public indicated their interest to speak during the public form.
Agenda Item #4 --- Consideration and Decision: Consider request for replacement of an
illuminated sign for Ron’s Precision Automotive at 504 Granby Road (Assessor’s Map #32
– Parcel #51)
The owners of Ron’s Precision Automotive were present at the meeting along with their
consultant, Tracy Janik of Sign Techniques.
Tracy Janik presented the request to the Board. There was an existing illuminated pole sign
located at the automotive shop and the owners wanted to update their branding and signage. The
owners of the shop identified that customers were having a difficult time locating their shop and
the updated signage would remedy the issue. The shop was open Monday through Friday and
operated between the hours of 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM. However, many customers would drop
their cars off early in the morning or late in the evening to accommodate their own work
schedules. Therefore, they were requesting that the sign be illuminated before and after hours of
operation. The owners also identified that day-light-savings impacted early morning brightness.
The Board considered appropriate hours of illumination. Typically, the Board would authorize
sign illumination up to one hour after the close of business. However, the Board also
acknowledged that many customers would be trying to locate the shop during off hours.
Therefore, members were agreeable to allowing sign illumination between the hours of 6:00 AM
to 7:00 PM.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to find that the proposed replacement of an existing
illuminated sign located at 504 Granby Road was not adverse to the surrounding neighborhood
and moved to approve the request subject to the following conditions: 1) the sign is to be
illuminated between the hours of 6:00 AM – 7:00 PM; and 2) the Board’s decision only reflects
approval of replacement of the illuminated pole sign and does not reflect approval of
illumination for the building’s wall sign. Clerk Brown seconded the motion. Five (5) out five (5)
members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
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Agenda Item #5 --- Consideration and Decision: Setting Performance Guarantee amounts,
determining acceptable form of Performance Guarantee, and approving minor
modifications to the Special Permit Decision for proposed Skinner Woods Flexible
Development. Property Location: north side of Amherst Road (Assessor’s Map #58 –
Parcel #21 and Assessor’s Map #60 – Parcel #31)
Richard Harris explained that the developer of the Skinner Woods flexible development
submitted a request for minor modifications to the approved special permit. The approved special
permit reflected the development’s name as ‘Skinner Woods’.. Additionally, the Board needed to
memorialize their approval of a waiver for sidewalk installation that was addressed during the
public hearing sessions.
A performance guarantee needed to be applied to the construction of the development in the
event that that developer was unable to complete construction which would require Town action
to remedy the issue. The Department of Public Works was still working on developing price
quotes which would indicate the amount of financial guarantee needed to be retained by the
Town. However, the Board could decide which type of guarantee would be appropriate. The
Board required cash or line of credit for the other flexible development in Town.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to approve minor changes to the Special Permit issued for
the Skinner Woods flexible development to reflect a change in the name of the development and
a change in the name of the entranceway and moved to issue a waiver from the requirement to
install sidewalks and moved to accept cash or a letter of credit as the form of performance
guarantee. Member Davis seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor
of the motion through roll call.
Agenda Item #6 --- Scheduled Public Hearing Continuance: Applications for Site Plan
Review and Stormwater Management Permit for proposed new Rocky’s Hardward Store
and Garden Center. Property Location: 501 Newton Street (Assessor’s Map #28 – Parcel
#200).
Chair Hutchison called the public hearing to order at 6:54 PM (See public hearing minutes)
The regular meeting reconvened at 8:36 PM.
Agenda Item #7 --- Consideration and Decision: Applications for Site Plan Review and
Stormwater Management Permit for proposed new Rocky’s Hardware Store and Garden
Center. Property Location: 501 Newton Street (Assessor’s Map #28 – Parcel #200)
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulavney moved to approve the site plan and stormwater management plan
for a new Rocky’s Hardware Store and Garden Center located at 501 Newton Street subject to
conditions including the following: 1) the installation of a one hundred foot long and eight foot
high foot fence at the location presented in the mock up during the public hearing subject to the
approval of the fire department; 2) parapets are to be located on all four side of the building and
are to extend five feet from the roof line; 3) site lighting is to be dark sky compliant; 4) the
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landscaping plan will be reviewed by department staff to ensure that the stated concerns for the
proposed White Pines are addressed; and 5) the stormwater management plan is to be recorded at
the registry of deeds. She also moved to authorize the Director of Planning and Conservation to
sign the decision following review of the Chair and Vice-Chair. Clerk Brown seconded the
motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
Chair Hutchison called the meeting into recess at 8:44 PM
The meeting reconvened at 8:51 PM.
Agenda Item #2 --- Minutes
Draft minutes of the April 12 regular meeting and revised minutes of the previously adopted
March 30 special meeting were sent to the Board for review.
Motion: Member Therien moved to approve the April 12 regular meeting minutes and the March
30 special meeting minutes as adopted and revised. Vice-Chair Mulvaney seconded the motion.
Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
Draft minutes of the April 26 public hearing to consider a site plan for commercial development
at 501 Newton Street was previously sent to the Board for review.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to approve the April 26 public hearing minutes. Member
Davis seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion
through roll call.
Agenda Item #3 --- Correspondence
The list of correspondences was included in the agenda background packet. Additional
correspondences were sent to the Board prior to the meeting. Most correspondence was
discussed earlier in the meeting and during the public hearing.
Agenda Item #8 --- Consideration and Decision: Recommendation to Town Meeting
regarding Zoning Map Amendment Requests and Proposed Repeal and Replace of the
Town’s Stormwater Management Bylaw (Chapter 200 of the Town’s Code)
Richard Harris had drafted a report to Town Meeting regarding the zoning map amendment
requests considered during public hearings held during the Board’s previous regular meeting.
The report had been distributed to the Board earlier that day. Two emails (attached) from
members of the public had been received since the close of the hearing regarding the request.
Unlike public hearings on development applications, additional materials could be considered
after the close of a public hearing on zoning map amendment requests.
Clerk Brown identified that language relating to hazardous materials associated with gas stations
was not included in the drafted report. The report would be revised to incorporate the comment.
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The Board decided to table approval of the report to the next regular meeting to allow members
to thoroughly review the draft.
Agenda Item #9 – Consideration and Discussion: Setting Planning Board Meeting Schedule
June through December 2021.
The Board reviewed their availability during the upcoming months. As was discussed at the
previous regular meeting, the Board typically held one meeting during the month of July and one
during the month of August. Setting these dates now would allow staff to coordinate public
hearing dates if and when applications were received.
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulvaney moved to schedule the following regular meeting dates: May 24,
2021; June 14, 2021; June 21, 2021 (tentative- this meeting may not be necessary); July 19,
2021; and August 16, 2021. Member Therien seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5)
members voted in favor of the motion through roll call.
Agenda Item #10 --- Planning and Conservation Department Report
Department staff detailed the following items:
• McKinley Ave – A public hearing was scheduled to open during the next regular meeting
to consider a special permit to construct a duplex at the location.
• Westfield Saving Bank – The bank expressed interest in installing a message board at
their local branch location. Conforming such a sign to the existing zoning bylaw would
be challenging.
• Senior Center – An inquiry was received regarding the feasibility of installing an off
premises directional sign for the Senior Center. The interested party was told the
dimensional requirements for such a sign.
• Mobile Food Truck - An inquiry was received regarding the feasibility of locating a food
truck in a residential area. Allowance of such an activity would require an amendment to
the Zoning Bylaw.
• Zoning Map Amendment Request – This was discussed under agenda item #8.
• Master Plan – The Board had a special meeting date scheduled on May 18 to discuss the
draft.
• MassWorks – A community meeting was held to discuss the project. Anne Capra was
fielding calls from the public regarding the project as they were received.
Agenda Item #11 --- Other New Business
There was no new business to discuss.
Agenda Item #12 – Adjourn
Motion: Vice-Chair Mulavney moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 PM. Member Therien
seconded the motion. Five (5) out of five (5) members voted in favor of the motion through roll
call.
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The meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
As Approved
Colleen Caning, Senior Clerk, Planning and Conservation Department
Document
May 10 Meeting Q&A
Illuminated Sign Request -504 Granby Road
Skinner Woods SP medication request and
Form H Plan
Draft Report to Town Meeting –Zoning Map
Amendment Request
Barbara Bunyan email
Devin Mackey email

Document Location
Attached
Planning Files
Planning Files
Planning Files
Attached
Attached
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SHCTV
1 Hi colleen this is chris from south
hadley tv can you send me a panelist
invite to ctucker@shadleyma.org

Asker Email
SHCTV15@gmail.com

Answer(s)
I just sent you an invite

2 This is Tracy from Sign Tech, I'm
logged in but can't seem to see

Tracy

tjanik11@gmail.com

Hi Tracy. You'll be visible when you are in 'panelist'
mode. I'll make you a panelist when your agenda item

3 I see okay, thank you!

Tracy

tjanik11@gmail.com

live answered

4 Will we (Ron's Precision Automotive) Ron's Precision Automotive
be made a panelist as well once
discussion begins

jenonkey@hotmail.com

That is correct. I'll move you over when your agenda
item comes up.

5 Great Thanks

Ron's Precision Automotive

jenonkey@hotmail.com

live answered

6 its no longer on tv

Lisa Adams

ladams@baypath.edu

Channel 15 apparently left us. We have no control
over that. People can still join the meeting online. I
just sent an email to Channel 15 Studio Director

Richard Harris <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>

Rocky's Ace Hardware
Laurel Connelly <laurelconnelly@gmail.com>
To: rharris@southhadleyma.gov

Tue, May 4, 2021 at 3:12 PM

With reference to the new placement of the Ace Hardware on Newton Street, I would like to inquire as to what can be
done to curb the noise level. At the present time, trash collection trucks and bins, particularly in the wee hours of the
morning, is very disturbing. In my case, I am unable to get back to sleep. The new plan will create even more disturbance.
The incessant beeping of the moving trucks and the slamming of the lids on the trash containers is enough to disturb the
soundest of sleepers. Additional traffic at that spot will cause even more problems and noise.
I am sure that with forethought, it would be possible to put up a noise barrier of some sort protecting our condos adjacent
to this area. It is also my understanding that there will be an outdoor garden area. Could that area be closer to the
condos to offer space between that and delivery trucks. While a barrier wall is what I suggested, I cannot imagine it being
attractive. Makes more sense to put up a wall on the area near the business end of their building. I love living here in
South Hadley and living at Stonybrook Village, but I love a good night's sleep as well and I believe this will no longer be
possible. The health and welfare of the residents should be a consideration as well as the profitable construction of land
being carelessly planned.
Our tax level should be enough to protect us from this kind of intrusion. Who would choose to live with an apartment
building or hardware store in their back yard? I do wish the Planning Board had given this entire project more
consideration. I'm very disappointed in the overall plan and feel that there could have been other choices which could
have added to our community and not taken away from those who already have homes nearby. I do not feel what I've
seen of this plan that it adds anything desirable to South Hadley.
Thank you for your time.
Laurel Connelly
112 Stonybrook Village

Barbara Callan-Bogia
148 Stonybrook Village South Hadley, MA 01075

bcallanb@gmail.com

561-371-0037

May 6, 2021
Rocco Falcone
President, Rocky’s Hardware
40 Island Pond Road
Springfield, MA 01118-1027
Dear Rocco,
Thank your for your time at the Thursday, April 26 South Hadley Planning Board meeting. I
appreciate your listening to and responding to the comments, questions and concerns about
your proposed new Rocky’s and Garden Center.
In reaction to the sound issues I again ask you to design a sound barrier that will abate the
current and future noise from the proposed Rocky’s. The Arbor VItae’s do not now and the
proposed tress will not address the noise coming from Rocky’s operations. And as stated
before:
1. Dumpster - ensure that the pick up of trash is during normal work hours.
2. Deliveries -the delivery of freight is during normal work hours.
In addition the question was asked about the Garden Center and would that be holding the
pallets and debris that now sits around the Plaza. See attached pictures that were taken April
27, 2021.
And although the landscaping was not part of the proposal the facades and areas were
mentioned in the new Rocky’s proposal letter. I’ve included pictures of the present shrubbery
were you can see it is old and washed out.
Thank you very much for having in the plan to provide dark-sky compliant lighting for the Plaza.
This will be a welcomed decrease of lighting that now shines into some Stonybrook Village
condo’s.
I look forward to a new revitalized Woodlawn Shopping Plaza that will go with the new People’s
Bank and the new Senior Center in our area.
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Pictures of Rocky’s current debris that are of concern and was mentioned at the April
26, 2021 Planning Board Meeting.

Pictures of the front shrubbery of Woodlawn Plaza

Sincerely yours,

Barb
Barbara Callan-Bogia
CC: South Hadley Planning Board and Ann Callahan, Property Manager, Falcone Development
Inc.
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Richard Harris <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>

Proposed Rocky's at Woodlawn Plaza Planning Board Mtg May 10
Barbara Callan-Bogia <barbara.callanbogia@gmail.com>
Sat, May 8, 2021 at 10:28 AM
To: "Rocco J. Falcone II" <rfalcone@rockys.com>, Richard Harris <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>
Cc: Ann Callahan <acallahan@falconeretailprop.com>, "Callan-Bogia, Barbara" <barbaracallanbogia@gmail.com>
Hello,
I have read the proposed revisions for the new Rocky’s.
While I appreciate the effort to add a 6” wood stockade adjacent to the access way at the rear of the proposed
commercial building that height will not block the sound.
A 10-14 foot stockade fence with sound blankets would help immensely. Even this height will not block all the sound but
will help with reducing the spillover noise.
If I read the town’s ordinance on fences correctly this property is not bound by Section 7(K).
In this case the 6’ fence seems inadequate for sound attenuation.
Also please note I was surprised that there is no plan to add a stockade fence to the area to the left of the Rocky’s where
the sound also travels for sound attenuation.
The Planning Board received several letters from Stonybrook Village Unit Owners about the noise emanating from that
area.
I believe this area is where the proposed Elec/Comm server Coordinator Connection with Utility provider is located on the
map.
Thanks again for the work you are all doing to make the Woodlawn Plaza a great place for South Hadley.

Warmly,
Barb
Barbara.CallanBogia@gmail.com
148 Stonybrook Village
South Hadley, MA 01075
561-371-0037
[Quoted text hidden]

Richard Harris <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>

Proposed Rocky's at Woodlawn Planning Board Mtg May 10
Diane Blais <dianeblais60@gmail.com>
To: Richard Harris <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>

Sun, May 9, 2021 at 10:37 AM

The poten al health eﬀects of noise pollu on are pervasive, persistent and signiﬁcant. Noise produces direct and
cumula ve adverse eﬀects that impair health and degrade residen al environments. It interferes with sleep,
concentra on, communica on and recrea on. It impairs the ability to enjoy one’s property and leisure me. Noise
adversely aﬀects general health and well-being in the same way as does chronic stress.
The proposed addi on of the 100 LF 6’ wood stockade fence displayed on Layout and Materials Plan, Drawing C-4 (C)
will do VERY LITTLE to mi gate noise – and addi onally does not extend the coverage far enough to the north. 10-14’
fencing incorpora ng sound barrier technology is cri cal to mi gate the noise we all know will emanate from this
area from construc on, electrical equipment, beeping noise from car/truck locking and vehicles backing up, people
milling around, dumpster servicing, loading dock deliveries.
I respec ully request that serious considera on be given to eﬀec ve sound protec on from the adverse eﬀects of
the addi onal noise pollu on this project will surely generate.
Sincerely,

Diane Blais
138 StonyBrook Village
South Hadley, Ma 01075
972 742-3777

Richard Harris <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>

letter to Planning Board about Rocky's new 6 foot stockade fence proposal
BRUCE BUXTON <bebuxton@comcast.net>
To: "rharris@southhadleyma.gov" <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>

Mon, May 10, 2021 at 9:51 AM

Dear Mr. Harris and South Hadley Planning Board,
A 6 foot stockade fence works as a visual property line marker and as a pool enclosure but does
not have the properties necessary to re-direct and muffle sound, especially when the area adjacent
to it will be used as a loading dock and trash destination.
Rocky's existing building's methods to deal with these issues have resulted in noise at all hours, as
evidenced by last Monday's letters read before the Board from Stony Brook Village residents. The
temporary fenced-in area in front of the current Rocky's building containing piles of bagged mulch
and soil is a visual reminder of what will need to be delivered and stored at the proposed building.
Winter will bring trucks with pellets for stoves. Two winters ago, an unmuffled gas-cylinder
propelled vehicle was used, sometimes before 6:30 AM, to transfer stored materials from behind
Rocky's to the front of the building. The sound was audible from 120 SBV and we were very
aware of how many trips it took to complete the task each day. Transferring the storage site will
not alleviate the noise inherent in such activities.
The new apartment building's residents will also be in a position to hear activity associated with the
proposed building. SBV is not the only residential site that will be impacted by Rocky's going
forward.
Thank you for your time; we appreciate the attention paid to this issue.
Sincerely,
Bruce and Patrice Buxton

Colleen Canning <ccanning@southhadleyma.gov>

Fwd: ACE
Richard Harris <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>
To: Colleen Canning <ccanning@southhadleyma.gov>

Mon, May 10, 2021 at 7:26 PM

Thank you.
Richard Harris, AICP
Director of Planning & Conservation
Town of South Hadley
Room U6
413-538-5030 Ext 6128

---------- Forwarded message --------From: Sharyn Kovalesky <sbkvisilon7@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, May 10, 2021 at 7:20 PM
Subject: ACE
To: <rharris@southhadleyma.gov>
This was sent days ago but not read tonight. Maybe you didn't get it and I don't expect it can be read now

I want to thank the planning board for listening to the concerns of those of us who live in Stonybrook Vlg. regarding the
proposed new Rocky's store. I felt like you heard us, especially on the potential noise issue. I live right behind the current
parking lot. As I said in my letter, the arborvitae and wooden fence do nothing to lessen current truck or garbage
dumpster noise. Please help alleviate extra noise that will undoubtedly come into our village with something more than
just trees; some kind of noise barrier. The positioning of the new garbage dumpster looks to be nearly in my back yard.
I'm not looking forward to that either. But thank you for realizing that people live behind the shopping center and need to
be listened to. I appreciate that.
Sincerely,
Sharyn Kovalesky
#136 Stonybrook Vlg.

