
SELECTBOARD MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2020

MEETING MINUTES
SELECTBOARD MEETING ROOM – 7 P.M.

Present were Vice Chair Jeff Cyr, Clerk Christopher Geraghty, member Sarah Etelman, member
Bruce Forcier, and Town Administrator Michael J. Sullivan. Chair Andrea Miles was absent.

CALL TO ORDER
Cyr called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Forcier motioned to approve the draft minutes of Feb. 18, 2020. Cyr seconded. All in favor.

ANNOUNCEMENTS / OPEN FORUM
Sullivan announced a free shredding event on April 25 at Northampton Co-op Savings Bank, as 
well as one on May 9 at South Hadley High School held by SHMPA.

CONSENT AGENDA
Sullivan said the request for a One-Day Beer & Wine License for Nichole McClellan (MHC) on March 
27 was withdrawn earlier today. Etelman motioned to approve the requests for a One-Day Beer & Wine 
License for Drunken Rabbit on May 16 and June 6. Geraghty seconded. All in favor. 

TRI-ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS
Jamie Mazur, Larry Dubois, Johnstone Campbell, Tay Silveira and Susan Dunderdale were 
appointed to the Commission on Disabilities for terms ending in 2021, 2022, 2021, 2022 and 
2023 respectively. Sullivan will coordinate dates to have an inaugural meeting at which he will 
attend to open the meeting, which is standard for new boards / committees. After he opens the 
meeting, the commission will elect a slate of officers and take the meeting over from there. 

Robert Pueschel was appointed to the Council on Aging for a term ending in 2022.
Craig Camerlin was appointed to the Golf Commission for a term ending in 2022.
Jose Vazquez was appointed to the Historical Commission for a term ending in 2021.
Valerie Young was appointed to the Sustainability and Energy Commission for a term ending in 
2022. 
Jacqueline Dupre was appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals as a full-time member for a 
term ending in 2022. Stephen Frantz was appointed to the Zoning Board of Appeals as an 
associate member for a term ending in 2022. 

HANGAR PUB AND GRILL NONUSE OF CHAPTER 138 SECTION 12 ALL 
ALCHOLIC BEVERAGES LICENSE
Forcier motioned to authorize Sullivan to send a letter to the Hangar Pub and Grill and set a date 
for an April 7 hearing. Geraghty seconded. All in favor. Sullivan said this is a case where the 
town notifies the license holder they have not served alcohol with their license in more than a 
year. Once notified, the license holder has six months to comply. 

SEASONAL ALCOHOL LICENSE APPROVAL



Forcier moved to accept the 2020 seasonal license renewal as publicly presented in the 
Selectboard packet and allow renewal upon completion of all applications, submittal of all fees, 
completion of all required inspections, and any other laws, bylaws or regulations required for 
issuance, and to allow administration to affix the board’s electronic signatures to the seasonal 
license upon this vote. Etelman seconded. All in favor. This license is for The Boathouse. 

FY21 BUDGET UPDATE
Sullivan said some updates have been made in the areas of principal and interest. He has met 
with the Appropriations Committee. There is now a $110,866 balance in revenues over expenses 
and Sullivan suggested the bulk of that go to the school budget. $300k was added as the town 
took over the cost of SROs. This additional funding would bring the school budget half a million 
dollars higher than what the schools were totally allocated last year.

TRANSFER STATION DISCUSSION
Sullivan acknowledged the poor internal and external communication around the changes 
implemented at the transfer station and apologized for any confusion. He said the Swap Shop is 
annually closed from December to April and no confirmation has been made to close it 
indefinitely. One issue the town faced with the Swap Shop is the implied warranty of items with 
chords, according to town counsel, and what amounted to municipal hoarding of items stored for 
the shop. Items from the Swap Shop that have been on the shelves for quite some time have been
removed. He noted the other ways residents can donate items, such as Goodwill.

Staff has acted on resident reports of construction waste not being dumped properly, construction
waste brought in from other towns, and complaints of long lines. Additionally, things at the 
station are poorly marked and residents are often milling about, so safety is another concern. 
Talks with experts in the field are being held to improve the design and functionality of the 
transfer station. 

To Selectboard concerns about communication, Sullivan said policies that were changed will 
now need to be in writing, and challenges with staff articulating the policies to the public are 
being worked on. 

To concerns about consulting with volunteers who donate their time to various projects like 
bottle and can collection, Sullivan said it is difficult to know who a volunteer is and how to track 
them down. Greater communication between volunteers and the town is needed, as well as 
implementing a system for such volunteer efforts. He encouraged volunteers to reach out to 
administration and reiterated his appreciation for the work they do around town. 

TRASH COMMITTEE UPDATE
A decision will need to be made at the end of March. Cyr said the board will need to decide to 
stick with bags or go with toters. Currently the town is getting paid for its recycling, but 
eventually, the town will have to pay to get rid of it. He said the committee is looking to 
establish a rate structure that will sustain itself in 3-5 years. The committee is in negotiations 
with one vendor and he hopes to have another forum in the near future to update the public. 
Sullivan said now that the last glass plant in the state has closed, there is no secondary market for
glass, so the town is struggling with how to separate glass from recycling.



TA REPORT
For the full Town Administrator’s report, see the March 10, 2020 Selectboard Packet on the 
town website. 

ADJOURN
Forcier motioned to adjourn. Geraghty seconded. All in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:31 
p.m.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Kristin Maher

Executive Assistant to Administration




